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Local Ties Inspire NY Times Best-Selling Author  

to Promote Literacy in Buncombe County 

Ron Rash featured at Authors for Literacy Event 

 

Asheville, North Carolina –New York Times best-selling author and local favorite Ron Rash 

will keynote the Literacy Council of Buncombe County’s annual fundraiser, the Authors for 

Literacy Dinner and Silent Auction presented by RBC Bank on August 26.  

 

Rash will share his unique journey to becoming an acclaimed writer: his passion for the written 

word was ignited by his grandfather, a hard-working Buncombe County resident who, like so 

many Literacy Council students, never learned to read or write.  

 

Rash is now Western Carolina University’s Parris Distinguished Professor of Appalachian 

Culture and his novel Serena was not only a New York Times best-seller, but it was also one of 

Malaprop’s Bookstore/Café’s top ten selling books of 2010. Mountain Lit chose Serena as the 

2011 ―Community Read‖ to encourage all Western North Carolina residents to read the novel. 

 

The Authors for Literacy Dinner & Silent Auction evening will include Rash’s inspirational 

story, a book signing, and an auction, to include distinctive art and crafts, autographed and rare 

books, and priceless opportunities to enjoy dining and excursions in Asheville and beyond. There 

will be a unique opportunity to witness artist Olga Dorenka paint an original piece of art, in-

person during the silent auction, named for Rash’s novel Serena. The completed painting will be 

auctioned live after dinner.  

 

All proceeds will benefit the Literacy Council of Buncombe County. The Literacy Council was 

founded to help adults, like Rash’s grandfather, learn to read, write, and spell. Literacy Council 

students comprise a diverse group in terms of educational background, socio-economic status, 

age, and learning styles. Some are challenged by learning disabilities, such as dyslexia, and 

others are learning the English language for the first time. Regardless of the reason why these 

individuals are non-readers, their most common goals are to improve their job prospects and help 

their children in school. The Literacy Council matches students with highly trained volunteer 

tutors who work with students to reach their literacy goals.  

 

The Authors for Literacy Dinner & Silent Auction will be held at the Crowne Plaza Resort 

ballroom on Fri., Aug. 26 from 6-9:30 p.m. Tickets are available to the general public beginning 

June 1 for $75.00. Call Ashley Vandewart at 828-254-3442 x205 or visit www.litcouncil.com for 

more information, to RSVP, and to preview auction items.  



 

 

The Authors for Literacy Dinner and Silent Auction fundraiser is made possible through the 

generosity of platinum sponsor RBC Bank and the commitment of event Co-Chairs, Gene 

Adams and Kate Henry. 

 

About the Literacy Council of Buncombe County 

The Literacy Council of Buncombe County teaches basic reading, writing, math and language 

skills through individual and small group instruction by trained volunteers. Success comes from 

the trusted bond that develops between tutors and students. The Literacy Council, accredited by 

ProLiteracy America and serving the community since 1987, provides highly individualized 

tutoring to fit the needs of over 360 students in three programs – Adult Education, English for 

Speakers of Other Languages, and the Augustine Project. For more information, visit 

litcouncil.com or call 828-254-3442.  

 

Featured Auction Items: 

Ceramics by: Steven Forbes, Barbara Gerber, Phil Homes, and Kathie Kline 

Fine art by: CMZelneka, Phil DeAngelo, Jonas Gerard, Trinity St James, and Stephen White 

Cookbooks autographed by: Paula Deen, Sara Foster, and Brian Sonoskus 

Experiences include: golf, theatre, dining, travel, and unique adventures. 
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